Honor Award

Residential Buildings

Don Felts , A.I.A.
Architect

The Sawyer House
Albuquerque , New Mexico
The project is a private residence on two acres of flat land in the Rio Grande bosque in north
Albuquerque. The site is bordered by the riverside to the west and has a view of the Sandia
Mountains to the east. There is cottonwood forest as well as alfalfa fields, orchards and
vineyards around the site.
The two owners of the house have diverse working hours . Therefore, a major program requirement was to distinctl y separate the living and sleeping areas. Another requirement was
to provide outdoor garden areas with walls that shield the occupants from the immediate
neighbors but allows visual access to the mountains in the distance.
The owners enjoy cooking and home beer brew ing. The y required a spacious kitchen with
commercial appliances and extensive preparation areas . They also required a pantry for
storage of large vats, crocks and brewing supplies as well as a cool room for storage of beer.
New Mexico is known as the Land of Enchantment. Artist and architects the world over know
tha t the essence of this encha ntment is light. Light is a major design determi nant for this project. Every space has a system of skylights with reflector/ sunshades. The skylight/ reflectors
form bands of glass and mirrors that are expressed in the vertical wall plane as stepping windows.
Careful consideration is given to the locations of windows and skylights such that major wall
and ceiling areas in every room receive a wash of daylight from at least two directions . The
skylight reflector /sunshades are a striking architectural element that fills the house with
warm light on cold winter days. In the summer, the adjustable reflector /sunshades are
lowered to block the direct sun and keep the skylights in cool shade . Th e reflector mirrors
literall y glow at night with reflections of the interi or light.

Jury Comments:
This is a well done piece of modern architecture. Of all the projects, it has the highest consistency of design. It was commended for its techn ical solutions and harmonious interiors .
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The Sawyer House
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Client :
Robert and Catherine Cassidy Sawyer
Architect:
Don Felts, AlA, Architect
Nancy Weinman, Associate
Structural Engineer:
Design Professionals Inc .
Photographs:
© Robert Reck
Gener al Contractor:
Ron Romero
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Awards:
Award of Honor, Rocky Mountain Region
American Institute of Architects
Award of Excellence for the Use of Daylight
The International Association of Lighting
Designers
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DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO
WAREHOUSED IN ALBUQUERQUE

CREGO BLOCK CO.
P.O. BOX &468

ALBUQU
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PERSPECTIVES
OF INNOVATION
What form innovation
takes depends entirely
on the point of view.
At Summit,
we continue to
solve old problems in
new and creative ways.
It's a never-ending
challenge...shaping
everything we build.

Albuquerque . New Mexico
505/842-8113
COPPERSQUARE

ew Brick Pavers!!
Meeting ASTM C902 Class SX (Severe Weather)
Now Made in New Mexico!!!

mINNEY BRICK COMPANY
4 Beautiful Colors
Split or full 2 %" Pavers
ALSO OFFERING 1/2" AND 15/16" PA VERS AND ALL TYPES OF FACE BRICK.

Kinney Brick Co.

Albuquerque, NM

(505) 877-4550
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